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Articles  of  Faith. 


1.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures’  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are  the  Word  of  God  and  only  rule  of  Faith  and  Practice. 

2.  We  believe  there  is  one  only  living  and  true  God,  and  that  there 
are  three  Persons  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  which 
three  are  one,  of  the  same  substance,  equal  in  power  and  glory. 

3.  We  believe  that  God  created  our  first  parents  upright  yet  th«*y  did 
not  long  abide  in  that  honor  but  did  wilfully  transgress  the  laws  of  crea- 
tion in  eating  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  by  their  sinful  rebellion  they  fell 
from  their  original  righteousness  and  communion  with  God,  and  all  we  in 
them  became  dead  in  sin  and  wholly  defiled  in  all  our  faculties,  both  men- 
tal and  bodily,  our  first  parents  being  the  root,  and  by  God’s  appointment 
efcfending  in  the  place  of  all  mahkind,  their  corrupt  nature  was  eonveyed  to 
all  their  posterity,  so  that  we  are  all  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  servants 
of  sin,  subjects  of  death  and  misery,  temporal  and  eternal.  By  this  origin- 
al corruption  we  are  wholly  indisposed  to  good  and  prone  to  evil. 

4.  We  believe  that  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  God  did  elect 
a certain  number  of  the  human  race  to  everlasting  life  and  salvation,  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  gracious  design  did  make  a covenant  of  grace  and 
peace  with  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  on  behalf  of  those  persons  who  were  com- 
mitted to  his  care  with  all  spiritual  blessing. 

5.  We  believe  that  Jeaus  Christ  being  from  everlasting  the  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenant,  did  engage  to  be  the  surety  of  his  people  and  in  the 
fullness  of  time  really  assume  human  nature,  in  which  nature  he  really 
suffered  and  died  as  their  substitute  in  their  room  and  stead,  whereby  he 
made  all  that  satisfaction  for  their  sins  which  the  law  and  justice  of  God 
required,  as  well  as  procured  those  blessings  which  are  needful  both  for 
time  and  eternity. 

6.  We  believe  that  the  eternal  redemptiou  Christ  obtained  by  the 
shedding  of  His  blood  is  special  and  particular,  that  is  to  say  it  was  only 
intended  for  the  elect  of  God  or  sheep  of  Christ,  as  they  only  enjoy  the 
special  and  peculiar  benefits  of  it. 
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7.  We  believe  fbat  the  justification  of  God’s  elect  is  only  by  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  them  without  the  consideration  of  any 
works  don 3 by  them,  and  that  the  full  and  free  pardon  of  all  their  sins, past, 
present  and  to  come,  is  only  through  the  blood  of  Christ  according  to  the 
riches  of  His  grace. 

8.  We  believe  that  faith,  conversion,  regeneration  and  sanctification 
are  not  acts  of  man’s  free  will  and  power,  but  of  the  efficacious  grace  of 
God 

9.  We  believe  that  a full  assurance  of  faith  is  attainable  in  this  life 
and  that  it  is  a duty  highly  incumbent  to  labor  after  itwith  all  diligence, 
though  we  byno  means  look  upon  assurance  to  be  of  the  essence  of  faith 
but  one  of  the  consequences  and  delightful  effects  of  it. 

10  We  believe  that  all  those  who  are  chosen  by  the  Father,  redeemed 
by  the  Son  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  shall  certainly  and  finally 
persevere  to  the  end  so  that  none  of  then*  shall  perish  but  have  eternal  life 

11.  We  believe  that  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper  are  ordinances  of 
Christ,  to  be  continued  till  His  secoad  coming,  and  that  the  former  is  requi- 
site to  the  latter,  viz  • that  those  only  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  commun- 
ion of  the  church  who  upon  profession  of  faith  have  been  baptized  by 
immersion  in  the  naan  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

12.  We  believe  the  Lord’s  Hay  is  to  be  set  apart  for  holy  purposes, 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  assemble  together  on  that  day  for  the  public  worship 
of  God  by  prayer,  giving  of  thanks,  preaching,  hearing  the  Word  of  God 
and  singiDg  psalms,  hymns  and  spiritual  songs. 

13.  We  believe  there  will  be  a ressurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  just 
and  unjust,  and  that  Christ  will  come  a second  time  to  judge  both  quick 
and  dead  to  receive  the  righteous  to  everlasting  happiness,  and  sentence  the 
wicked  to  punishment  of  the  same  duration. 


RULES  OF  ORDER  AND  DECORUM, 


1.  After  the  introductory  sermon,  the  letters  from  the  different  church 
es  belonging  to  this  Association  are  to  be  handed  to  the  former  Moderator, 
and  being  read  the  messengers  names  to  be  enrolled. 

2.  A new  Moderator  is  then  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

3.  The  new  Moderator  may  appoint  a Clerk.  Ministers  of  the  gospel 
of  our  faith  and  order  to  be  invited  to  a seat  and  to  give  their  advice,  but 
may  not  vote  unless  particularly  requested. 

4.  A record  of  our  proceedings  shall  be  kept  by  the  Clerk,  who  shall 
be  compensated  by  the  Association  for  his  services. 

5.  Every  person  making  a motion  or  speaking  to  one  already  made, 
shall  rise  from  his  seat  and  address  the  Moderator,  and  shall  not  be  inter- 
rupted while  speaking  unless  he  depart  from  the  subject. 
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6.  No  person  may  speak  more  than  three  times  on  one  motion  without 
leave  of  the  Moderator, nor  more  than  once  until  all  who  desire  have  spoken. 

7.  Any  person  may  make  a motion,  but  when  made  must  be  seconded 
or  lost. 

8.  All  motions  made  and  seconded  are  to  undergo  a free  investigation, 
and  a vote  to  be  taken  thereon  except  it  be  withdrawn  by  the  member  who 
made  it,  or  laid  aside  by  a previous  question. 

9.  Every  request  for  advice,  or  query  sent  from  any  church  in  the 
union  is  to  be  read  and  put  to  vote,  and  if  carried  shall  be  investigated, 
provided  always  those  be  first  considered  which  effect  the  union  of  churches. 

10.  But  rro  query  shall  be  received  by  the  Association  except  inserted 
in  the  letter  of  some  particular  church,  after  having  been  first  debated  in 
the  church  from^whence  it  came. 

11.  There  shall  be  no  talking  or  whispering  in  the  time  of  public  speak- 
ing, nor  degrading  reflections  on  a speaker  or  his  observations.  Any  member 
who  breaks  the  rules  of  this  decorum  shall  be  reproved  by  the  Moderator. 

32.  This  plan  may  be  amended  at  any  time. 

1?-.  No  vote  or  advice  is  to  effect  the  independence  of  the  churches. 

14.  Churches  to  be  received  or  excluded  at  the  option  of  two-thirds  of 
a majority. 


MINUTES. 


The  Miami  Baptist  Association  was  the  first  institution  of  the  kin  d 
established  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  On  the  4th  of  November,  1797,  the 
following  members,  v.iz:  James  Sutton,  Daniel  Clark,  John  Mason,  John 
Smith,  Moses  Hutchings,  John  Beezley,  Abner  Garrard,  Ebenezer  Osborn, 
David  Davis,  Wm.  Milner,  Joseph  Frazee,  Richard  Heirs,  David  Snodgrass, 
Ross  Crosley,  Hercules  Turner,  Chas.  Reynolds,  Samuel  Balville,  John 
Buckles,  Bambo  Harris,  John  McGrue,  Levi  Jennings,  Henry  Tucker,  Wm. 
Burt,  Morris  Osborn,  Jonathan  Garrard,  Peter  Smith,  Elijah  Stites,  Isaac 
Ferriss,  Nathaniel  Garrard,  Thos.  Shields,  Francis  Dunlevy  and  Thos.  Wade 
met  in  conference  at  Columbia  and  proceeded  to  business  as  follows : Bro- 
John  Smith  chosen  Moderator  and  Bro.  David  Snodgrass  Clerk. 

1st.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  conference  that  some  arrangement 
should  be  made  for  an  Assoeiat*«n. 

2d.  Resolved*  Thai  a committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  and  present 
to  the  several  churches  general  principles  of  Faith,  Practice  and  Decorum 
as  a basis  for  an  Association. 

3d.  Agreed  that  th#  Brethren  Peter  Smith,  John  Mason,  James  Sutton, 
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Richard  Heirs,  Wm.  Milner  and  John  Smith  be  appoipted  a committee  to 
form  the  principles  of  an  Association  to  be  laid  before  the  several  churches 
for  inspection. 

4tb.  Agreed  that  our  first  Association  shall  be  held  at  Columbia  on 
Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in  June  next. 

The  above  committee  not  having  met  according  to  appointment  there 
were  no  Articles  of  Faith  nor  Rules  of  Decorum  presented  on  Saturday, 
June  3,  1798. 

There  was  a general  conference  meeting  held  at  Columbia  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1798,  when  four  churches  were  represented,  viz:  Colubabia,  Miami 
Island,  Carpenter’s  Run,  Clearcreek,  when  another  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  Articles  of  Faith  and  Rules  of  Decorum* 

Resolved,  That  next  meeting  be  held  at  the  Miami  Island  Church,  to 
commence  on  the  third  Saturday  in  October,  1798. 

On  October  20,  1798,  said  meeting  took  place,  when  four  churches  were 
represented,  viz:  Columbia,  Miami  Island,  Sycamore  and  Clearcreek. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  conference  meeting  be  held  at  Columbia,  to 
commence  on  Friday  before  the  second  Lord’s  Day  in  September,  1799. 
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TIMES  AND  PLACES  OF  HOLDING  THE 
MIAMI  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION. 


25  W 
o I » 


CHURCHES: 


1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 
1S17 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

-1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 
US  36 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 
IS52 
1853 
IS54 
1855 
i356 
i*57 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1861 
1S62 

1863 

1864 


Columbia 

Turtlecreek  

Carpenter’s  Run. 

Duck  Creek 

Sugar  Creek 

Duck  Creek. 
Pleasant  Run 

Turtlecreek 

Beaver's  Creek. . . 

Fairfield 

Elk  Creek 

Clough  Creek 

Lebanon  

Carpenter’s  Run. 

Duck  Creek, 

Sugar  Creek 

Elk  Creek 

Pleasant  Run  . . 
West  Mill  Creek.. 

Lebanon  

Springfield 

Sugar  Creek 

Elk  Creek , 

Bethel 

West  Fork  ) 

Mill  Creek  f . . . 

Lebanon  

Clear  Creek 

Elk  Creek  . . 
Pleasant  Run  . . 

Lebanon  

Centerville 

Tapscott  .... 

Elk  Creek 

Bethel 

Pleas  nt  Run  . . 
W Fork  Mill  Cr. 
Lebanon  ..... 
Dry  Fork  White 
Water  Church..  1 

Tapscott 

Winchester  . . 
Clear  Creek. . 

Elk  Creek, . . . 

Mt.  Pleasant. 

Lebanon 

Fairfield.-..  .. 

Tapscott 

Mercer’s  Run 
Indian  Creek 
Mill  Creek  .. 
Lebanon  . . . 
Todd’s  Fork. 
Bethlehem  . . 
Sugar  Creek. 
Fairfield  . . . 

Elk  Creek.... 
Lebanon . . . 

Bethel 

Mt  Pleasant. 

Tapscott 

Sugar  Creek. 
Nettle  Creek. 
Middle  Run.. 
Nettle  Creek. 
Clear  Creek . . 

Elk  Creek 
Lebanon ...... 


MODERATOR. 


CLERK. 


James  Sutton. 
John  Smith.. 


Joshua  Carman 

John  Smith 

J.  Mason 


Peter  Smith . . 
Stephen  Gard 
Jos  Lee...  . 
J,  Mason 
Stephen  Gard 
John  Mason . . 
Stephen  Gard 


Wilson  Thompson 
John  Mason 
Stephen  Gard 

Not  Given 

Stephen  Gard. . . . 


J.  Mulford  ... 
Stephen  Gard. 
Eld.  Stites..... 
Stephen  Gard. 


H . Stites 

Thos.  Childers. 


Samuel-  Williams. 


I.  T.  Saunders 
H.  Stites 


Francis  Dunlavy. 
Peter  Smith 


Wm.  Jones 
Wm.  James. 
P.  Smith. . . 
Wm.  Jones. 


Stephen  Gard. 

Ezra  Ferris 

Wm.  Jones 


John  Mason 
R Agnes . . 


Jcs.  C.  Silver. 

Not  given 

B.  Agnes 

W Thompson. 


6 

10 

13 

21 

22 

23 
22 

25 
27 
1 29 

■ ! 30 

■ 22 
>26 
|19| 
201 

26 

■ j29: 
27 1 

hi 

19 

'IT 

T9 

21 

'23 


P5  I O 


Rich  Agnes  . 
W.  Thompson 


S.  C Smith 


I.  T Saunders. 


Samuel  Drake. 

I.  H.  Flint 

R.  A.  Morton . . 


j 26 1 

!*: 


I T.  Saunders 
13.  B.  Piper  . . 
5.  Williams  .. 


Sj 

8 

S 

2"  | 

19i 

15 
14 
10 
10 
ll! 
12' 
ill 
1 13, 
1 13 
P 

|12I 


— 

— 

185 

54 

•27 

11 

51 

0 

1 

291 

131 

! 61 

36 

0 

1 

5 

467 

Statistics  not  given. 

50 

47 1 

I 68 

0 

23 

0 

" 

1 656 

31 

85 

44 

» 

16 

6 

717 

18 

75 

! 43 

; 6 

15 

8 

813 

19 

23 

25 

8 

1 7 

3 

1 830 

39 

75 

35 

0 

18 

11 

973 

134 

1(1 

51 

1 

15 

3 1123 

68 

67 

85 

6 

1 7 

5 

: 844 

62 

73 

49 

2 16 

9 101 2 

152 

55 

55 

4 35 

10 

839 

21 

35 

34 

2 

12 

5 

904 

42 

40 

49 

4!  IB 

25 

981 

38 

45 

67 

9 

i 8 

16  1015 

101 

81 

74 

9 

32 

15  100S 

27 

44 

34 

1 

1 10 

i 4 

694 

59 

86 

31 

9 

1 31 

P 

817 

61 

24 

67 

2 

’ 8 

112 

714 

71 

46 

35 

1 18 

! 9 

677 

7" 

18 

85 

017 

;i4 

795 

36 

38 

53 

3 

21 

113 

8 •? 

'18 

30 

17 

1 

1 6 

13 

676 

24 

36 

64 

3 

10 

8 

739 

50 

| '29 

39 

3 15 

i « 

825 

50 

37 

32 

4 

1 8 

! 12 

7<0 

228 

46 

51 

4 

8 

11  1031 

192 

43 

58 

5 

22 

41 

1121 

123 

39 

113 

5 

11 

[25 

1156 

Ol 

46 

61 

2 

8 

To 

1«'54 

18 

37 

64 

5 

l. 

16 

1170 

1,  7 

68 

75 

4 

17 

u 

1230 

•105 

1**5 

56 

2 

u 

1 31T296 

66 

54 

65 

l 

14 

24  1221 

•19 

45 

57 

5 

1 14 

129 

1093 

25 

10 

45 

3 

8 

19 

706 

6 

36 

29 

0 

8 

6 

330 

18 

13 

14 

11 

21 

I10 

702 

31 

27 

40 

2 

4 

.13 

628 

18 

17 

17 

4 

10 

! 13 

665 

42 

18 

25 

3 

8 

11 

689 

23 

14 

13 

1 

5 

lib 

681 

43 

| 23 

24 

3 

2 

To 

735 

14 

IV 

22 

8 

8 

|l2 

734 

11 

5 

15 

7 

16 

716 

12 

14 

18 

1 

5 

11 

768 

6 

19 

15 

2 

3 25 

653 

10 

10 

, 10 

1 

3j  18 

647 

12 

; 3 

5 

1 

5 j 14 

630 

20 

8 

6 

3 

2 16 

630 

30 

12 

13 

3 

314 

6t»l 

20 

6 

8 

1 

4 

Tl 

601 

7 

12 

14 

2 

9,14 

558 

8 

10 

12 

0 

5 

8 

413 

12 

5 

11 

0 

1 

TO 

365 

12 

2 

6 

0 

5:13 

343 

16 

12l 

8 

0 

2:12 

358 

58 

14 

9 

0 

2 

6 

463 

37 

14 

10 

2 

0 12 

495 

12 

12 

9 

0 

2 

6 

492 

13 

4 

3 

1 0 

1 

6 

501 

4 

8 

14 

! 2 

ll 

5 

434 

6 

5 

13 

1 

15  12 

467 

12 

3 

5 

0 

21  14 

467 
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TIMES  AND  PLACES  OF  HOLDING  THE 
MIAMI  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION. 

II  No.  of  Churches 

Baptized  

By  Experience 

Received  by  Letter  . . . 

Dismissed 

1 1 Restored | 

Deceased I 

Excluded  ...4 I 

g 

5. 

CHURCHES. 

MODERATOR. 

CLERK. 

1865 

Tapscott 

S.  Williams 

G.  H.  Ward. 

12 

33 

2 

2 

71 

0 

8 11 

438 

1866 

Nettlecreek. . 

12 

35 

1 

3 

b! 

3 

l 

6 

466 

1867 

Middlerun!  . . 

“ 

12 

20 

1 

4 

ill 

1 

3 

7 

465 

1 868 

Sugar  Creek. 

W.  T.  Pence 

“ 

11 

10 

4 

41 

1 

0 lc 

463 

1869 

Lebanon  .... 

“ 

E.  S.  Culy 

9 

18  1 

3 

hi 

6 

2 

6, 

425 

1870 

Clear  Creek.. 

Eld.  Stephens 

J.  Richardson 

9 

21 

! 6 

16 

7 1 

9 

0 13 

453 

1871 

Bethel 

J.  A.  Thompson 

G.  H.  Ward 

10 

15 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

9 

470 

1872 

Mt  Pleasant.. 

“ 

10 

5 

1 

• b 

3 

0 

3 

1 9 

364 

*873 

Nettle  Creek. 

“ 

9 

1 

1 1 

2 

1 

0,15 

11 

422 

1874 

Sugar  Creek. 

“ 

8 

10 

1 

2 

5 

0 

3 

19 

3-iO 

1875 

Tapscott 

W.  T.  Pence. 

Q 

7 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

6 

3I9 

1876 

Lebanon  

E.  Stephens  ...  ... 

8!  4 1 

3 

9 

C 

5 

5 

362 

1877 

Middle  Run.. 

W.  Lippincott 

John  Richardson. . . 

• I 

44 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

9 

448 

1878 

Nettlecreek. . 

W.  G.  Burk 

“ 

10 

21 

3 

4 

6 

l 

7 

7|  43* 

1879 

Mt.  Pleasant. 

“ 

E.  S Culy 

9 

4 

1 

1 4 

5 

0 

4 

11 i 4if 

1880 

Sugar  Creek.. 

J.  M.  Thompson.  . „ 

W.  Cornell 

9 

16 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

g|  425 

1799.  Middlerua  Church  was  admitted  into  the  Association  ; mem' 
bers,  15;  messengers,  John  Buckles,  Daniel  Wilson  and  William  Buckjes. 
Also  Straight  Creek  Church;  members,  21;  messenger,  William  Lacock. 
Agreed  at  this  Association  to  corre  pond  with  the  Nelson  County  Associa 
tion,  Kentucky. 

1800.  Fairfield  Church  admitted;  11  members;  messengers,  James 
Sutton  and  Denis  Ball.  Sugar  Cre<-k  Church  admitted;  16  members; 
messengers,  Benjamin  Wallingford,  Benjamin  Archer  and  Nathaniel  Knotts. 
Be;ver  Creek  Church  admitted;  8 uembers;  messengers,  William  Allen, 
John  Judy  and  Garret  Ritteuhouse.  Elk  Creek  Church  admitted  ; 61 
members  ; messengers,  John  Lucas,  Zachariah  Hole,  Alexander  Chambers* 
David  Little,  Baden  Ashley,  Jacob  Case  and  Ebenezer  Padox.  An  excel* 
lent  circular  letter  is  inserted  on  how  to  observe  the  Sabbath. 

1801.  Bethlehem  Church  admitted;  12  members;  messengers,  Stephen 
Barclay  and  Wm  Lacock.  " Prairie  Church  admitted  (now  Middletown); 
11  members;  messenger,  Philip  Sutton.  Poplar  Fork  Clnwch  admitted; 
28  members;  messengers,  Moses  Frazee  and  Levi  Hunt.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-one  members  were  added  to  the  Church  during  the  year  by  baptism. 
An  excellent  letter  is  inserted  on  discipline. 

1802.  Nine-mile  Church  admitted;  12  members;  messengers,  Morris 
Witham,  Wm.  Robb  and  Nathaniel  Pritchet. 

1803.  Pleasant  Run  Church  admitted  ; 38  members  ; messengers,  John* 
Dixon,  A.  Garrison  and  Zadok  Stephens.  Old  Chillicothe  Church  admitted ; 
10  members;  messengers,  Nathan  Cory  and  Peter  Jackson.  Duck  Crdek 
Church  admitted,  22  members;  messengers,  John  Corbly,  Nathaniel  Grex- 
ard  and  David  Kelly.  Mill  Run  Church  admitted;  13  members:  messen- 
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gers,.  Moses  Hutchiogs  and  Jeremiah  Covalt.  Turtle  Creek  Church 
admitted  ; 45  members  ; messengers,  Daniel  Clark,  Levi  Jennings  and  John 
Osborn.  Ceazar’s  Creek  Church  admitted;  12  members;  messengers, 
David  Price,  Josiah  JSlam  and  Amos  Wilson.  Dry  Fork  of  White  Water 
Church  admitterl:  28  members;  messenger,  John  Lee. 

1804.  Muddy  Creek  Church  admitted;  8 members;  messengers,  J. 
Seward,  T.  T.  Brown  and  R.  Witham.  -Mill  Creek  Church  admitted  ; no 
members  given;  messengers,  T.  Decaursey  and  G.  Collutn.  At  this  Asso- 
ciation correspondence  was  opened  with  the  Philadelphia  Association.  Cor- 
respondence was  requested  by  the  North  Bend  Association.  Rejected. 

1805.  Clough  Creek  Church  admitted;  27  members;  messengers,  T. 
Corbly,  J.  Geratd  and  J.  Clark.  Stony  Run  Church  admitted ; 11  mem- 
bers ; messengers,  W.  Cullum  and  W.  Terry.  Staunton  Church  admitted  ; 
14  members;  messenger,  Henry  Gerard.  Difficulties  existed  at  this  lime 
between  Little  Prairie  and  Elk  Creek  Churches  which  the  Association 
could  not  settle.  Union  meetings  among  the  churches  strongly  recom- 
mended. 

1806.  Union  or  Indian  Creek  Church  admitted ; 20  members ; mes- 
sengers, B.  Riley,  J.  Huntington  and  J.  Flack.  East  Fork  of  Elk  (Ind.) 
Church  admitted  ; 8 members;  messengers,  L.  Whitehead  and  J.  Caldwell. 
Cedar  Grove  Church  admitted  ; 12  members  ; messengers,  W.  Tiner  and  W. 
G.  Eade.  Kings  Creek  Church  admitted ; 16  members  ; messengers,  T. 
Thomas,  8.  Talburt,  J.  Guthridge  and  J.  Turner.  Union  Church  admitted  ; 
12  members;  messengers,  J.  Thompson  and  J.  Roe.  At  this  Association  it 
was  agreed  to  that  all  churches  constituted  in  future  preface  their  letters 
with  their  principles. 

1807.  Mount  Happy  admitted;  18  members;  messenger,  Jacob 
Hackleman.  Mad  River ; 28  members ; messengers,  J.  Cozad,  H.  Jennings,  J. 
Smith.  Brethren  Clark,  Gard,  Mason,  Dunlevv  and  Jones  were  appointed 
a committee  to  draft  a summary  of  principles  as  an  amendment  to  the 
former  platform  of  the  Association  and  present  at  the  next  meeting.  In 
answer  to  a query  in  the  Elkhorn  letter,  the  Asociation  advise  that  the 
churches  do  not  admit  among  them  those  who  hold  the  sentiment  and  use 
the  practice  of  hereditary  slavery  ; but  yet  that  occasional  communion  be 
from  time  to  time  permitted,  as  the  brethren  feel  a freedom. 

1808  Admitted  Lawrenceburg ; 24  members ; messengers.  Ezra  Ferris, 
Timothy  Davis,  Stephen  Stites.  New  Hope;  14  members;  messengers, 
John  Brown,  George  Harlin.  Mt.  Bethel;  16  members;  messengers, 
Thomas  Cook,  John  Thompson.  Tj*|n  Creek;  14  members;  messengers, 
Wm.  Williams,  Jacob  Romane.  Salem  ; 29  members ; messengers,  Samuel 
Dewese,  Robert  Stepleton,  Nathan  Canfield.  Increase  during  the  year, 
143.  At  this  Association  a query  from  Indian  Creek  was  replied  to  as  fol- 
lows: “We  consider  every  church  independent,  and  if  the  church  on 
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Indian  Creek,  or  any  other,  are  agreed  among  themselves,  it  will  not  effect 
their  fellowship  with  their  sister  churches.”  Resolved , That  the  principles 
drawn  for  the  amendment  of  the  platform  of  this  association  be  adopted. 
(Principles  not  given.) 

1809.  Admitted  Little  Beaver ; 19  members;  messenger,  L.  D.  Price. 
A petition  was  handed  in  by  John  Thompson  from  a conference  held  at 
Mt.  Bethel  July  22,  1809,  praying  for  dismission  from  this  Association  to 
form  a new  ope  on  White  Water,  Ind.  For  which  purpose  Dry  Fork  of 
White  Water,  East  Fork  of  Elkhorn,  Cedar  Grove,  Mt.  Happy,  Lawrence* 
burg,  New  Hope,  Mt.  Bethel  and  Twin  Creek  were  dismissed.  The  Mt. 
Bethel  Ckurch  request  advice  about  some  difficulties  among  themselves. 
The  Association  advise  them  to  apply  to  their  neighboring  sister  churches. 

1810  Admitted  Bethel,  19  members;  messenger,  Josiah  Lamburn. 
A letter  from  the  Emancipating  Baptist  Society  of  Kentucky,  handed  in  by 
Bro.  Barrow,  requesting  correspondence.  Rejected. 

1811.  Admitted  Mill  Creek ; 26  members ; messengers,  Jonathan 
Burge,  Reuben  Stout.  Todd’s  Fork  ; 11  members  ; messengers,  James  Wil- 
kerson ; James  McManis.  Six  churches,  viz.:  Big  Beaver,  Little  Beaver, 
Kings  Creek,  Mad  River,  Union  and  Bethel,  were  dismissed  to  form  the 
Mad  River  Association. 

1812.  Admitted  Bethlehem  ; 16  members  ; messengers,  Peter  Poyner, 
John  Ward.  At  this  Association  two  letters  were  received  from  Union,  on 
Indian  Creek  ; advised  to  firmly  try  for  a reconciliation  and  call  for  help. 
A query  from  Fairfield  Church  was  rejected.  The  Association  recom- 
mended the  4th  of  July,  1813,  as  a day  of  humiliation  find  thanksgiving. 

18J3  Correspondence  opened  with  the  .Straight  Creek  Association. 
Here  we  first  find  the  Association  choosing  preachers  for  the  stand  by 
ballot.  Voted  that*  in  future  the  circular  and  corresponding  letters  be  exam- 
ined by  a com  nittee  before  they  be  presented  to  the  Association.  Decided 
that  the  aggrieved  party  at  Indian  Creek  is  the  orderly  church  : fellowship 
granted  accordingly.  Here  we  first  find  the  clerk  receiving  pay  for  his  ser 
vices — $8.00.  The  brethren  are  warned  to  beware  of  false  teachers. 

1814.  Admitted  Tajfscott;  8 members;  messengers,  James  Tapscott, 
John  March.  First  Cincinnati,  by  letter ; 26  members.  Stone  Lick  ; 21 
members;  messengers,  Jacob  Lemon,  Wm.  Gallaway.  Here  the  trouble 
begins  with  the  worldly  institutions.  The  Association  received  the  consti- 
tutions of  the  “ Baptist  Missionary  Society.”  Ordered  that  their  articles 
be  printed  with  their  minutes  this  year,  and  do  solicit  the  churches  to  take 
the  matter  into  serious  consideration  and  raise  money  to  be  sent  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  and  send- 
ing preachers  out  to  heathen  lands  to  preach  the  gospel  to  them.  Said  con- 
stitution contains  a preamble  and  fourteen  articles  drawn  up  for  the  direc. 
tion  of  said  society.  It  provides  for  e triennial  convention,  consisting  of 
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delegates  from  each  of  the  missionary  societies  and  other  religious  bodies 
of  the  Baptist  denomination  now  existing,  or  which  may  be  hereafter 
existing,  in  the  United  States,  and  which  shall  contribute  regularly  to 
the  general  missionary  fund  a sum  amounting  to  at  least  $100  per  annum. 
It  provides,  also,  tor  a board  of  twenty-one  Commissioners,  to  be  called 
the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  the  United  States,  &c. 

1815.  Admitted  Wolf  Creek  ; 14  members ; messengers,  Jacob  Mulford, 
David  Bowen.  East  Fork  of  Little  Miami;  22  members;  messengers* 
Reuben  Crossley,  Henry  Denham  West  Mill  Creek  ; 16  members  , mes* 
sengers,  Henry  Teecher,  Jacob  Whittle.  The  first  annual  report  of  the 
“Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions”  for  the  United  States  received.  Ordered 
that  money  be  collected  to  cover  expense  of  printing  and  conveying  said 
report.  On  motion  agreed  that  the  Association  form  itself  into  a society  to 
be  called  “A  Domestic  Missionary  Society.”  Brethren  Lee,  Gard  and  Mason 
appointed  a committee  to  daft  a constitution  for  said  Society. 

1816.  Admitted  Springfield  ; 17  members;  messengers,  Thomas  Sorter, 
Jonathan  Burge,  Jacob  White.  Eight  churches,  namely  : Duck  Creek,  Little 
Miami,  Clover  Fork,  Clough,.  Nine  Mile,  Union  on  Indian  Creek,  Stone  Lick 
and  East  Fork  of  Little  Miami  dismissed  to  form  a new  Association  in  Cler- 
mont and  Hamilton  counties.  The  Association  request  the  subscribers  to 
the  Missionary  Society  to  meet  at  Lebanon  on  the  second  Saturday  of  No- 
vember to  appoint  officers  to  put  the  institution  into  operation.  Agreed  to 
correspond  with  the  East  Fork  Association. 

1817.  Nothing  particular. 

1818.  Received  circular  from  the  Philadelphia  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  Resolved,  That  for  the  future  a letter  of  correspondence  to  the 
Associations  with  whom  we  correspond  be  furnished  with  the  Association’s 
minutes.  Annissionary  discourse  was  preached  by  Elder  Evans,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, after  which  a collection  was  made  and  $47  was  contributed.  The 
churches  are  requested  to  state  hereafter  in  their  letters  the  county  and 
township  in  which  their  church  is  situated.  Opened  correspondence  with 
Beaver  Association.  Received  the  constitution  of  the  “Ohio  Baptist  Edu- 
cation Society.”  Resolved , That  the  Association  recommend  the  Missionary 
Society  to  alter  their  constitution  so  as  to  embrace  Foreign  as  well  as  Do. 
mestic  missions.  Staunton  Church  dismissed  to  join  Mad  River  Association, 
This  is  the  first  time  we  hear  of  a contribution  for  minutes.  $21  contributed- 

1819.  Admitted  Mount  Pleasant;  37  members  ; messengers,  David 
Stephens,  Samuel  Lucas.  Rescinded  the  order  of  last  year  to  print  the  cor- 
responding letter  with  the  minutes.  In  answer  to  the  request  of  Sugar 
Greek  church  the  Association  advise  the  churches  to  become  a board  auxil- 
iary to  the  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions  of  Philadelphia. 
A dun  was  presented  by  theB.  Board  of  F.  and  D.  Missions  for  money  to 
aid  in  educating  young  men  for  the  ministry  rejected. 
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1820.  Admitted  Providence  Church ; 15  members;  messengers,  John 
Griffith,  Wm.  Vandivert,  Daniel  Perron.  The  Association  recommend  the 
churches  to  ai<i  Isaac  McCoy  with  money  to  civilize  and  evangelize  the  In- 
dians at  Fort  Wayne. 

1821.  Admitted  Middle  Run  (reorganized);  15  members;  messengers, 
Wm.  Chenowith,  Wm  Buckles.  Mercers  Run;  14  members;  messengers, 
Lemuel  Cotrell,  Aaron  Lambert.  On  motion  recommended  that  the  churches 
of  this  Association  form  societies  to  co-operate  with  the  general  convention. 
Rejected. 

1822.  Admitted  Litles  Creek  or  Wilmington  ; 24members  ; messengers, 
James  How,  Wm.  Cochran,  Wm.  Reynolds,  Jas.  W.  Magee.  Beulah  admit- 
ted; 20 members;  messengers,  Sam’l  Snodgrass,  James  Popenoe.  A letter 
was  r$ad  from  Bro.  Isaac  McCoy  at  Fort  Wayne.  Answer.  Resolved , That 
uuder  present  circumstances  this  Association  will  not  answer  Bro.  McCoy’s 
request  and  that  Elder  W.  Thompson  write  Bro.  McCoy  and  explain.  Query 
from  Tapscott’s  Church.  If  any  members  of  a church  against  whom  there 
is  no  charge  existing  either  directly  or  indirectly,  neither  have  they  any 
charge  against  the  church,  yet  if  such  members,  (while  living  in  the  bounds 
of  one  cburch),  should  request  letters  to  join  another  church  more  remote, 
and  the  reasons  they  assign  for  such  request  be  such  as  to  not  prevent  their 
obtaining  letters  were  they  about  to  move  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  church, 
is  it  right  to  grant  them  letters  or  not  ? Answer.  We  advise  that  the  churches 
grant  letters  to  such  applicants  provided  the  case  be  such  as  to  not  hazard 
the  general  union  of  the  churches  Query  2.  If  any  members  of  a church 
in  this  Association  and  living  in  the  bounds  of  the  same  church  should  re- 
quest lettes  to  join  another  while  there  was  no  charge  against  them  nor  they 
had  none  against  the  church  aud  the  chureh  should  refuse  to  grant  them 
letters  for  no  other  reason  but  because  they  lived  nearer  to  them  than  to  any 
other  church,  the  members  thus  denied  letters  feeling  oppressed  and  believ- 
ing they  ought  to  be  free  in  such  matters  should,  in  a friendly  manner,  leave 
the  church  without  letters  and  be  received  by  another  church  iD  this  Asso- 
ciation wnich  did  believe  that  members  thus  applying  should  obtain  letters 
would  the  church  thus  receiving  such  members  be  deemed  as  acting  disorderl  y 
or  not  ? Answer.  We  think  a church  to  act  disorderly  in  receiving  such 
members  as  are  embraced  in  this  query. 

1823.  At  this  meeting  two  letters  were  presented,  each  purporting  to 
be  from  the  East  Fork  of  Little  Miami  Association.  The  letter  and  mes- 
sengers from  the  brethren  who  met  last  at  Duck  Creek  was  received  believ- 
ing them  to  be  the  East  Fork  Little  Miami  Association.  At  this  meeting 
we  find  the  beginning  of  the  trouble  in  the  Sugar  Creek  Church.  Two  let- 
ters were  presented.  Resolved,  Tc  receive  neither  of  the  letters  at  present. 
It  was  requested  by  both  parties  from  Sugar  Creek  Church  that  the  Associ- 
ation advise  how  they  should  proceed  to  settle  their  difficulty.  Answer.  We 
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advise  the  majority  to  go  to  the  minority  and  acknowledge  them  to  be  the 
Sugar  Creek  Church  and  that  each  party  strive  for  reconciliation  in  the  spirit 
of  love  and  forbearance. 

♦ 1824.  Admitted  Dayton  ; 18  members;  messenger,  Andrew  Clark.  At 
this  meeting  a committee  which  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  standing 
of  the  parties  of  Sugar  Creek  Church  reported,  we  think  it  highly  improp- 
er for  . this  Association  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  difficulties  for- 
merly existing  in  Sugar  Creek  Church  For  the  following  reasons: 
lit.  There  has  been  two  Councils  called  from  churches  composing  this  As- 
sociation, and  one  of  them  by  the  united  voice  of  both  parties,  aDd  it  ap' 
pears  that  both  Councils  have  pronounced  the  minority  to  be  the  church, 
although  they  reprove  the  minority  for  manifesting  a bad  spirit,  for  which 
they  confessed  their  fault  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Association  then  hold- 
ing at  Mill  Creek  last  year.  2d.  Although  the  Association  did  not  officially 
at  the  first  receive  the  minority  owing  to  some  misunderstanding,  yet  before 
the  Association  was  dismissed  there  was  a vote  carrieu  giving  advice  to  the 
majority  to  go  to  the  minority  and  acknowledge  them  as  the  church  and  try 
for  a reconciliation,  we  conceive  by  this  act  they  were  virtually  received  in 
the  Association  as  the  Sugar  Creek  Church.  3d.  We  think  it  to  be  infring- 
ing on  a formeract  of  this  Association  for  us  to  enter  into  an  investigation 
of  a difficulty  which  this  Association  has  once  decided  on.  Therefore  it  is 
the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the  minority  of  Sugar  Creek  Church  ii 
a church  in  good  standing  in  this  Association,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived unless  they  have  forfeited  their  standing  since  the  last  yearly  meeting. 
The  report  was  received  and  the  messengers  from  the  minority,  N.  E.  Dyer, 
Wm.  Kelsey,  E,  Kellogg  and  John  Allen  were  invited  to  a seat  with  the 
Association.  A circular  letter  from  the  Missionary  Society  of  Cincinnati 
was  read  and  laid  aside,  i A communication  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  and  one  from  the  Publishing  Committee 
were  laid  on  the  table.  Appointed  Elders  Mulford,  Gard  and  Thompson  a 
committee  to  revise  the  platform  and  present  it  to  the  Association  next  year. 
Where  as, Elder  John  Mason  has  since  the  commencement  of  this  Association 
asBer ted  that  Elder.W.  Thompson  has  stated  a falsehood  respecting  the  diffi- 
culty in  Sugar  Creek  Church,  the  Association  deem  it  a duty  to  state  that 
in  her  opinion  sufficient  documents  were  produced  before  the  Association  to 
prove  incontestably  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  Elder  Thompson. 

1825.  A circular  from  the  Board  of  Baptist  Missions  in  the  United 
States  was  read,  together  with  a request  from  Elder  Rica  that  our  minutes 
be  sent  him  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  forward  our  minutes  accordingly. 
Received  a request  from  Elder  J.  Mason  requesting  an  investigation  respect- 
ing a resolution  passed  by  this  Association  last  year  against  him,  which  was 
rejected.  The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to  revise  the 
platform  of  the.  Association  was  received  and  indefinitely  postponed.  Took 
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up  a query  from  Lebanon  Church,  viz  : Are  all  peisoua  wao  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  a church  entitled  to  a certified  copy  of  the  charged  and 
proceedings  of  the  church  in  their  case,  when  9uch  certificate  or  copy  shall 
be  requested  by  the  party  so  excluded?  Answer.  We  believe  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  option  of  the  churches  to  give  such  certificates  or  not.  Took 
up  grievances  mentioned  in  the  letters  from  Middle  Run  and  Mercer’s  Run  re 
specting  the  reception  of  the  minorty  of  Sugar  Creek  Church  as  the  regular 
church  of  that  name.  Resolved , That  this  Association  recommend  the  Sugar 
Creek  Church  to  confer  with  the  majority  and  endeavor  to  call  such  helps 
as  in  the  opinion  of  both  parties  may  effect  a union  among  themselves. 
Resolved , That  we  concur  with  the  East  Fork  Association  in  recommending 
the  first  Cincinnati  Church  to  agree  with  the  Eaon  Church  in  calling  helps 
to  settle  the  difficulties  existing  between  them.  Received  a request  from 
the  White  Water  Association  requesting  any  one  having  charges  against 
Elder  John  Mason  to  exhibit  them  authenticated,  at  the  Elkhorn  Church  in 
the  White  Water  Association  before  a committee  to  meet  at  said  place  on 
the  first  Saturday  in  November,  1825.  We  recommend  that  any  person  01 
persons  or  churches  having  charges  as  above  to  exhibit  them  at  the  time  and 
place  above  mentioned. 

1826.  Elder  J.  Berry  agent  of  the  Ohio  convention,  made  a commu- 
nication on  the  nature  and  design  of  the  convention,  whereupon  the  Asso- 
ciation recommended  to  the  churches  in  her  body  to  consider  the  nature 
and  become  acquainted  with  the  design  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  this 
State,  and  then  act  as  they  may  think  best  in  the  matter.  Query  from 
Todd’s  Fork,  viz. : Is  the  Association* justifiable  in  receiving  and  continuing 
In  fellowship  the  minority  of  Sugar  Creek  Church  to  the  dissatisfaction  of 
other  churches?  Answer.  That  the  Association  proceed  no  further  in  this 
query.  Query  from  Mercer’s  Run  Church  : Is  it  right  for  a church  or  for 
an  association  to  receive  a member  of  a church  into  fellowship  over  the 
beads  of  others  ? 2d.  Does  this  Association  think  it  right  for  the  minor- 
ity to  join  with  the  majority  in  calling  such  helps  as  should  have  the 
authority  of  inquiring  into  the  cause  that  had  distressed  the  two  churches 
viz.:  The  First  Cincinnati  Church  and  the  Enon  Church? 

1827.  Admitted  Dry  Fork;  €0  members;  messengers,  T.  Appleton, 
Wm.  Sater.  Correspondence  opened  with  Greenville  Association.  Took 
up  the  complaint  of  Bethel  Church,  which  is  for  receiving  the 
minority  of  Sugar  Creek  Church  as  the  regular  church  of  that  name. 
Resolved , That  this  Association  request  that  the  churches  ^composing  this 
body  hereafter  forbear  to  send  letters  containing  charges  against  this  Assso- 
ciation  or  individuals,  as  she  deems  it  calculated  to  stir  up  the  coals  of  strife 
and  break  the  peace  of  the  churches  in  our  body,  and  she  disclaims  any 
courtly  authority.  Took  up  the  complaint  of  Middle  Run  Church,  viz.  : 
For  receiving  the  minority  of  Sugar  Greek  Church  as  the  church  of  that 
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name,  in  which  the  Association  is  charged  witn  receiving  said  minority 
without  a lair  and  impartial  investigation,  which  this  Association  states  to 
bi  false,  and  consequently  the  Middle  Run  Church  is  no  longer  in  the  fel- 
lowship of  this  body.  Took  up  the  complaint  of  Mercer’s  Run  Chnrch^ 
whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : Resolved , That  the  Mercers 
Run  Church  has  forfeited  her  seat  in  this  body  and  the  fellowship  ot  the 
churches  of  which  she  is  composed  on  account  of  the  many  false  and 
slanderous  statements  contained  in  their  letter  of  the  present  year,  which 
letter  is  to  be  kept  in  the  book  belonging  to  this  Association. 

1828.  Admitted  Mount  Bethel;  27  members;  messengers,  R Morris, 
Wm.  Hinsey,  C.  Hinsey. 

1829.  Admitted  Ebenezei  Chapel;  14  members,  messengers,  T.  Apple 
ton,  L.  Dolby.  Hamilton  admitted  ; 39  members;  messengers,  D.  Bryant, 
Wm.  Bascum,  S Fields.  Resolved , Tnat  this  Association  request  the 
churches  composing  her  body  to  consider  the  propriety  of  sending  forward 
some  money  yearly  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  Messengers  to  distant  As 
sociations. 

1830.  Nothing  particular. 

1831.  Admitted  Sixth  Street  Cincinnati ; 70 members ; messengers,  S.  W. 
Lynd,  H.  Miller;  J Smith,  J Woolley.  Admitted  Race  Street,  Cincinnati ; 
32  members;  messengers,  G.  Patterson,  W.  Brown,  C.  H.  Harwood;  J.  An- 
drews. Took  up  the  request  of  Elk  Creek  Church.  Resolved,  That  this 
Association  request  each  church  in  her  body  to  express  the  particular  items 
ot  its  taith  in  her  letter  to  the  Association  next  year.  Carpenter’s  Ruu 
Church  having  lost  its  visibiliiv  the*  name  is  dropped  from  the  minutes. 
The  First  Church,  Cincinnati,  having  united  with  the  newly  constituted -un- 
der the  pastoral  care  of  Elder  S.  W.  Lynd,  the  united  church  adopting  the 
name  “The  Sixth  Baptist  Church  iu  Cincinnati,”  therefore  the  name  of  the 
First  Church  is  dropped  from  the  minutes.  Also  the  Wilmington  Church 
Laving  fallen  into  the  practice  of  mixed  communion  and  the  errors  of  A. 
Campbell,  and  have  ahsented  themselves  for  two  years,  we  drop  that  church 
from  our  union. 

1832.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  recommend  to  all  the  churches 
in  her  body  to  send  forward  a delegate  to  the  Baptist  Convention  for  this 
State  to  meet  atLebanon,  Warren  County,  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth 
Sabbath  in  May  next,  so  that  each  church  may  become  properly  acquainted 
with  the  object  and  movements  of  the  Convention  and  Board  of  Managers 
The  Association  give  liberty  to  Elder  Bryant  to  take  a collection  to-morrow 
to  aid  the  convention  in  supplying  the  destitute  in  this  State  with  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  Collected  $40. 

1833.  Opened  correspondence  with  Conn’s  Association,  Indiana. 

1834.  Bethlehem  Church  having  lost  her  visibility  is  dropped  from 
the  minutes. 
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'835.  Ebenezer  Chapel  dissolved.  Here  begins  the  tug  of  war  about, 
the  worldly  institutions  Mt.  Zion  Church  applied  for  admission  and 
was  opposed  because  she  had  dec'ared  non-fellowship  with  the 
societies  and  institutions  of  the  day  commonly  called  benevolent 
institutions.  Resolved , That  we  lay  it  over  until  to-morrow  at 

10  o’clock,  and  before  deciding  with  regard  to  the  admission  of 
said  church  the  Association  shall  proceed  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject and  declare  her  sentiments  with  regard  t-o-  the  benevolent  institu- 
tions of  the  day  (so-called.)  On  Saturday  took  up  the  benevolent  institu- 
tions, which  was  introduced  by  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 
Whereas,  There  is  great  excitement  and  division  of  sentiment  in  the  Baptist 
denomination  relative  to  the  benevolent  insti’utions  of  the  day  (so-called) 
such  as  Sunday  Schools,  Bible,  Missionary,  Tract  and  Temperance  Societies, 
therefore,  Resolved , That  this  Association  regards  those  said  societies  and 
institutions  as  having  no  authority,  foundation  or  support  in  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  but  we  regard  them  as  having  their  origin  in  and  belonging  to  the’ 
world,  and  as  such  we  have  no  fellowship  for  them  as  being  of  a religious 
character.  Amendment — But  do  not  hereby  declare  non-fellowship  with 

those  brethren  and  churches  who  now  advocate  them.  Votes  for  the  reso- 
lution, yeas  40  nays  21  The  foregoing  resolution  without  the  amendment 
"was  warmly  debated  from  10  o’clock  a.  m.  until  near  sun  down,  during  which  ‘ 
time  the  propriety  of  a split  was  strongly  urged  by  the  anti-mission  party 
as  being  essential  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  chuitcbes  now  engaged 
in  controversy  through  their  elders  and  messengers.  The  opposite  party 
through  Eider  Lynd  consented  to  the  same,  and  said  thev  would  now  go  in 
for  a split  providing  it  could  be  accomplished  in  a manner  satisfactory 
without  such  a resolution  as  would  seem  to  exclude  or  force  out  such  church- 
es as  might  otherwise  withdraw.  Thereupon  the  Clerk  proposed  the 
amendment  now  added  to  the  above  resolution,  then  held  in  his  hands,  which 
was  complied  with,  aud  the  Association  passsd  it  as  follows:  Whereas  it  is 
believed  that  there  is,  relative  to  Bible,  Missionary,  Sunday-School,  Tract 
and  Temperance  Societies,  a differance  of  opinion  among  the  churches  of 
this  Association,  it  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  That  this  Association  grant  to  the 
churches,  friendly  or  opposed,  the  entire  liberty  of  withdrawing  and  form- 
ing  a new  Association  according  to  their  own  views.  Resolved , That  the 

Association  advise  the  churches  to  grant  letters  of  dismission  to  all  of-  their 
members  who  are  known  to  be  of  good  moral  character  but  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  the  church  where  they  now  belong  aud 
wish  to  go  to  the  other  churches  where  they  can  be  better  suited.  Recess 
until  7 o’clock  p.  m.  Met  at  7 o’clock.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  will 
r.ow  attend  to  the  resolution  offered  for  the  reception  of  Mt.  Zion  church 
as  laid  over  from  yesttrday.  Resolved,  That  Mt  Zion  church  is  refused  ad- 
mission. Yeas  27,  nays  17.  Not  a two-third  majority  for  reception.  Read 
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the  corresponding  letter,  which  created  some  debate,  but  was  finally  received 
subject  to  the  following  amendment,  suggested  by  Dr.  Bryant,  to-wit : Re- 
solvedly That  we  amend  the  corresponding  letter  by  erasing  all  that  later 
clause  relative  to  some  “old  school  meetings  having  been  held,”  and  in  the 
room  thereof  insert  the  third  and  fourth  resolutions  of  to-day  with  .their 
preambles.  Resolvedly  That  no  chuich  can  hereafter  be  reptesented  in  this 
Association  by  more  than  four  messengers.  Oo  Lord's  Day  the  advocates 
of  the  human  inventions  repaired  to  the  Presbyterian  Meeting-house  in 
Lebanon.  ( Thus  they  went  out  from  us. — Ed.) 

1836.  Admitted  Mt  Zion;  members,  25,  messengers,  J.  Flint,  L. 
Abrams,  J.  Bloomfield.  Winchester  (formtrly  called  Bethlehem)  admitted ; 
members,  10 ; messengers,  J.  Ward,  S.  Poyner.  Winchester  was  dropped 
from  our  minutes  in  1834  having  ceased  to  do  business  as  a church,  but  is 
now  reinstated  by  the  present  name^On  motion  of  Elder  Childers  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  : Whereas,  A number  of  the 
churches  composing  this  body  have  in  their  letters  requested  the  Associa- 
tion to  drop  from  her  minutes  and  fellowship  all  churches  now  engaged  in 
advocating  or  supporting  the  societies  and  institutions  against  which  the 
Association  declared  non-fellowship  last  year  ; therefore, be  it  Resolved , That 
we  drop  from  our  minutes  the  following  churches:  Sixth  street  (Cincin- 
nati), Middletown,  Lebanon  and  Dayton.  The  messengers  from  Mad 
River  and  East  Fork  of  Little  Miami  Associations,  J.  L.  Moore,  T.  Price 
and  Elder  J.  B.  Cook,  refused  to  band  in  their  letters  of  correspondence, 
whereupon  this  Association  dropped  correspondence  with  them  Resolved , 

To  reconsider  the  preamble  and  resolution  passed  yesterday,  viz:  Erase  the 
word  ‘ fellowship”  and  also  add  in  the  proper  place  the  words  “as  religious 
institutions,  so  that  when  amended  it  will  read  as  follows : Whereas,  A num- 
ber of  the  churches  composing  this  body  have  in  their  letters  requested  the 
Association  to  drop  from  her  minutes  all  churches  now  engaged  in  advocat- 
ing or  supporting  as  religious  institutions  any  of  the  societies  for  which  the 
Association  declared  non-fellowship  at  her  last  session.  The  three  churches 
already  named  were  dropped.  Resoved,  That  the  Association  advise  such  of 
the  brethren  in  the  churches  that  were  dorpped  yesterday  who  do  not  agree 
with  them  concerning  the  institutions  denounced  by  this  Association  to 
embody  themselves  together  and  exclude  from  their  fellowship  all  such  as 
they  cannot  reclaim  by  gospel  discipline,  and  at  our  next  session  report  the 
result  of  their  labors  to  the  Association.  A separation  having  now  taken 
place,  a question  arises  who  were  and  who  still  are  the  original  Baptists.  The 
question  is  not  who  are  right  and  who  are  wrong,  but  who  have  changed 
from  the  old  form  and  practice  of  the  people  called  Baptists.  We  think  it 
is  abundantly  evident  that  those  people  who  mis-name  themselves  the  reg- 
ular Baptists  are  in  reality  the  New  School.  Although  some  of  them  sti.i 
have  the  old  articles  of  faith,  yet  it  is  very  well  known  that  they  hold  and 
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preach  universal  atonement,  which  all  the  others  deny,  with  all  the  other 
errors  to  which  that  error  leads  as  taught  by  Andrew  Fuller  and  others — a 
heresy  which  is  denied  and  detested,  and  always  has  been  by  the  true 
Baptists,  and  which  makes  such  an  impassable  gulf  between  them  and  us 
that  so  long  as  it  remains  fellowship  is  impossible.  Eor  the  truth  of  this 
last  statement  we  would  refer  to  the  writings  of  Gill  & Booth  and  Bunyan 
& Carson,  &c. 

* We  come  now  to  the  records  of  the  Miami  Association  after  the  innova- 
ions  had  left  them.  The  firso  meeting  was  held  at  the  Tapscott  meeting- 
house. 

» 1837.  Admitted  West  Lebanon;  members,  72;  messengers,  R.  R. 
Coon,  Zepheniah  Hart,  Thompson  Lamb.  The  First  Middletown  Church 
restored,  they  having  purged  themselves  of  the  errors  for  which  they  had 
been  excluded  ; members,  8 ; messenger,  D.  Taylor.  East  Fork  Little 
Miami  Association  dropped  from  the  minutes,  a majority  of  whom  having 
gone  off  with  new  things.  A letter  was  presented  from  Mad  River  Associ- 
ation by  their  messenger,  S.  Williams.  Resolved , That  we  renew  our  corres- 
pondence with  them,  they  having  removed  the  difficulties  which  caused 
their  exclusion  at  our  last  session.  Wolf  Creek  Church  requests  advice  as 
to  what  course  they  should  pursue.  Resolved , That  we  recognize  them  as 
the  Wolf  Creek  regular  Baptist  Church,  and  advise  them  to  move  on  as  a 
church  in  gospel  order  and  discipline. 

1838.  Admitted  Indian  Creek  Church ; members,  48;  messengers,  A. 
Lee,  A.  Jones,  G.  H.  Jones.  Correspondence  opened  with  Clover  Associa- 
tion. Appointed  the  clerk  to  prepare  a history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
this  Association,  including  therein  the  circular  which  she  published  at 
Sugar  Creek  in  1829,  and  that  he  extract  from  the  old  records  of  the  min- 
qtes  such  resolutions  and  decisions  from  the  first  organization  until  the 
present  time  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  that  he  record  the  same  in  the 
new  record  for  the  purpose  of  reference,  &c. 

[I  cannot  find  any  record  of  this  letter.— W.  D.] 

1839.  Query  from  Dry  Fork  of  White  Water : Is  it  according  to  gos- 
pel order  for  a regular  Baptist  Church  to  receive  members  into  her  body 
who  have  been  baptized  by  immersion  by  any  sectarian  denomination  not 
being  regular  Baptist?  Answer— No,  by  a small  majority.  Whereas,  This 
Association  is  much  hurt  and  agrieved  with  the  conduct  of  one  Elder 
James  Osborn,  of  Baltimore,  on  account  of  some  publications  in  the  first 
number  of  the  third  volume  of  the  Christian  Doctrinal  Advoeate  and 
Spiritual  Monitor,  in  which  he  calls  us  Sahelians,  Arians  and  other  kinds 
of  heretics , &c.  Resolved , That  this  Association  refers  the  subject  of  slander 
above  to  the  consideration  of  the  churches  composing  her  body,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  them  as  they  may  think  proper.  This  Association  deeply 
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laments  the  loss  of  our  much  esteemed  brother  and  father  in  the  gospel, 
Elder  Stephen  Gard,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  14th  of  last  month,  viz  : 
October  14,  1839.) 

1840.  Mercer’s  Run  restored  ; messengers,  A.  Lambert,  J Shamhaugh, 
Middle  Run  Church  requested  admission  into  the  Association.  Appointed 
T.  Lamb,  W.  Wilkinson,  J.  Tapscott  and  A.  Lee  a committee  on  the  mat- 
ter to  report  to-morrow.  The  messengers  withdrew  their  application. 
Appointed  A.  Lee,  D.  S-.  Robinson,  J.  Tapscott,  I.  T.  Saunders,  J.  H Flint, 
J.  Mulford  and  S.  Drake  a committee  to  revise  the  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Rules  of  Decorum  and  report  to  our  next  Association.  Agreed  that  a copy 
of  said  revision  be  furnished  to  each  church,  and  the  churches  composing 
this  Association  shall  signify  their  approval  or  disapproval  of  said  revision. 

1841.  Mt.  Bethel  Cuureh  restored ; members,  20 ; messengers,  Elder 
Morris,  J.  Waldern,  Z.  Dewitt.  Opened  correspondence  with  New  Market 
Association ; messengers,  W.  Leepers,  J.  Waller.  Middle  Run  again 
requested  to  be  restored.  Granted.  Members,  18;  messenger,  Wm.  Buckles. 
The  Committee  of  Revision  appointed  last  session  reported, which  report  was 
not  agreeable  to  all ; therefore,  Resolved , That  the  Association  refer  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  and  that  each 
church  be  requested  to  reconsider  and  alter  or  amend  such  parts  as  they 
raav  deem  objectionable,  a copy  of  which  is  to  be  sent  from  each  church  to 
the  former  committee,  which  will  meet  at  Elk  Church  on  the  Saturday 
preceding  the  fourth  Lord’s  day  in  April,  1842,  at  10  o’clock,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  such  articles  and  rules  as  they  may  believe  will  best  accord 
with  the  mind  of  the  churches.  They  shall  then  send  a copy  of  the  same 
to  each  church  of  the  Association,  and  that  the  churches  in  their  next 
annual  letter  to  th§  Association  signify  their  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
same. 

1842.  Opened  correspondence  with  Muskingum  Association.  The 
revision  of  the  articles,  &c.,  indefinitely  postponed.  Providence  Church 
admitted;  members,  10;  messengers,  Wm  Codington,  T.  Tindel. 

1843.  Admitted  Bethlehem;  members,  29;  messengers,  D.  S.  Rober- 
son, W.  Brady,  O.  Thurston.  Took  up  the  query  from  Tapscott  Church 
relative  to  the  propriety  of  opening  correspondence  with  Snlem  Association, 
Ky.,  which  was  postponed  till  next  year  and  requests  the  churches  to  report 
in  their  letters  next  year  on  that  subject. 

1844.  ^Agreed  to  take  the  views  of  the  Association  on  the  second  and 
ninth  articles  of  our  faith.  Voted  to  erase  the  second  article  and  insert 
the  following  Scriptural  language  :*For  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in 
Heaven,’7  etc.,  1st  John  5:7.  Voted  to  erase  the  ninth  article  entirely.  Re- 
fused correspondence  with  Salem  Association,  Ky. 

1845.  Nothing  particular. 
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1846.  Two  letters  presented  from  Indian  Creek  Church.  Both  read. 
Thereupon  voted  unanimously  that  the  letter  signed  G.  W.  Jones  to  be  the 
letter  of  the  true  Indian  Creek  Church.  Open  correspondence  with  Salem 
Association,  Ky. 

1847.  Opened  correspondence  with  Lebanon  Association,  Indiana. 

1848.  Nothing  particular. 

1849.  There  appears  at  this  time  a sad  falling  off  of  churches.  Five 

are  marked  no  intelligence,  three  are  marked  letter  but  no  messenger.  Resolved , 

That  some  of  our  ministering  brethren  visit  them  and  report  their  condition 
at  the  next  Association,  whereupon  the  following  brethren  offered  their 
services  as  follows:  Wolf  Creek  and  Providence,  Elder  Stites ; Dry  Fork  of 
Whitewater,  Elder  Southard  ; Clear  Creek,  Elder  Williams;  Middletown 
Eider  Childers. 

1850.  Took  up  the  reference  f last  year  regarding  absent  churches 
and  laid  it  over  till  our  next  session. 

1851.  The  churches  called  Providence,  Wolf  Creek  and  Middletown 
having  lost  their  visibility  are  dropped  from  our  minutes. 

1852.  Two  letters  presented  by  the  Mill  Creek  Church.  Decided  that 
neither  letter  be  read  at  this  session.  About  this  time  a bad  state  ol  feel- 
ing existed  among  the  Associations  in  Indiana  and  some  in  Ohio  with  whom 
we  correspond  about  Elder  Williams,  one  of  the  elders  belonging  to  the 
Miami  Association.  They  charged  him  with  being  disorderly  in  doctrine 
and  practice.  The  feeling  was  so  strong  that  the  messengers  from  White- 
water,  Conn’s  Creek, Greenville  and  Lebanon  refused  to  hand  in  their  letters 
of  correspondence.  Voted  to  continue  correspondence  with  those  Associa- 
tions whose  messengers  withheld  their  letters  yesterday. 

1853.  Conn’s  Creek  Association  dropped  correspondence  with  us.  The 
following  preamble  and  resolution  was  presented  by  Elder  S.  Williams  : 
Whereas, the  Whitewater, Lebanon  and  Greenville  Associations  did  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Miami  Asociation  withhold  their  correspondence  with- 
out any  just  cause,  and,  whereas,  we  have  learned  that  those  Associations 
have  appioved  of  the  conduct  of  the  aforesaid  messengers,  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  we  drop  correspondence  with  the  aforesaid  Associations, 
which  was,  after  a lengthy  discussion,  passed.  At  this  session  no  person 
would  agree  to  go  as  messenger  to  Clover  Association.  On  motion  the  As- 
sociation adjourned  sine  die.  On  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  adjourn- 
ment it  was  carried.  Appointed  the  next  Asssociation  to  be  held  with  the 
Lebanon  Church.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  thirteenth  item  and  relieve  I. 
T.  Saunders  from  all  further  care  of  the  books  and  papers  and  money  amt 
distiibution  of  the  minutes,  etc  Lost.  Being  informed  that  Clover  Asso- 
ciation has  dropped  correspondence  with  us,  Resolved , That  the  name  of  that 
Association  be  dropped  from  our  minutes.  At  the  request  of  Bro.  Howell 
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of  Millcreek  Chiirch  that  church  wa9  dropped  from  our  minutes.  Pleasant 
Run  and  Muddy  Creek  Churches  having  lost  their  visibility,  Resolved,  That 
they  be  dropped  from  our  minutes.  The  Bethlehem  Church  having  informed 
us  last  year  that  they  would  not  meet  with  us  any  more,  Resolved , That  that 
church  be  dropped  from  our  minutes.  We  are  informed  that  the  Mad  River 
and  Salem  Associations  have  dropped  correspondence  with  us,  Resolved,  That 
we  drop  their  names  from  our  minutes. 

1855.  Hamilton  and  Rosville  Churches  dropped  from  our  minutes  at 
their  own  request.  No  intelligence  from  Muskingum  Association.  Mercer’s 
Run  aud  Indian  Creek  Churches  having  united  with  the  Greenville  Asso- 
ciation are  dropped  from  our  minutes. 

1856.  The  Fairfield  Church  requested  to  be  dropped  from  our  minutes. 
Granted.  Dry  Fork  of  Whitewater  Church  dropped  from  our  minutes. 

1857.  Nothing  particular, 

1858.  Admitted  Nettle  Creek  ; members,  84 ; messengers,  J.  Colbert, 
J.  H.  Blose,  John  Stienharger,  Dr.  Loudenback. 

1859.  Clearcr6ek  Church  having  revived  was  restored. 

1860.  Opened  correspondence  with  Owl  Creek  Association. 

1861.  Nothing  particular. 

1862.  The  report  of  Elder  Joseph  Parker  relative  to  Mt.  Bethel  Church 
made  and  accepted.  Elders  Wm.  Dodd,  S.  C.  Smith,  Jos.  Parker  and  Sam- 
uel Williams  appointed  to  visit  Mt.  Bethel  Church  and  report  at  our  next 
Association. 

1863.  Nothing  particular. 

l£64.  Resolved,  Hereafter  to  elect  the  Clerk  by  ballot.  Resolved,  That 
we  send  messengero  to  Whitewater  Association  of  Indiana  to  request  them 
to  open  correspondence  with  us.  Elders  S.  C.  Smith,  W.  T.  Pence  and  S 
Williams  were  appointed  messengers  for  that  purpose. 

1865.  At  this  Association  a letter  written  by  S.  C.  Smith  was  rejected. 
A number  of  the  brethren  thought  the  letter  too  good  to  be  thrown  aside 
and  joined  together  and  had  it  printed  by  itself  and  circulated. 

1866.  At  this  Association  a circular  letter  was  presented  consisting  of 
extracts  from  the  writings  of  Christmas  Evans  and  rejected.  On  motion  a 
committee  was  appointed  who  prepared  another  which  was  adopted  San- 
dusky Association  by  their  messenger,  Elder  Asa  Ellis,  requested  correspon- 
dence. On  motion  Elders  W.  T.  Pence  and  S.  C.  Smith  were  appointed  to 
vists  said  Association  and  report  next  year. 

1867.  At  this  Association  one  member  from  each  church  was  appoint- 
ed a committee  to  arrange  preaching  during  the  Association.  On  motion 
agreed  that  when  a church  absents  herself  from  the  Association  for  three 
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years  a committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Association  to  visit  her  and  in- 
quire the  cause  of  her  non-attendance  and  report  at  the  next  Association 
Opened  correspondence  with  Sandusky  Association. 

1868.  Resolved , That  hereafter  all  circular  letters,  after  being  read  to 
the  Association,  shall  be  referred  to  a committee  to  be  examined,  with 
authority  to  reject  or  amend,  as  they  in  their  judgment  may  believe  to  be 
for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  Association,  and  report  their  action 
next  day  to  the  Association.  A vote  of  thanks  tendered  to  the  M.  E. 
Church  of  Centerville  tor  the  use  of  their  house  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  Association. 

1869.  On  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  in  regard  to  a committee  to 

examine  the  circulars  was  lost.  A committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
A vote  of  thanks  tendered  the  Agricultural  Society  for  the  use  of  the  Fair 
Grounds.  Rule  adopted : That  a church  not  represented  in  the  Associa- 

tion either  by  letter  or  messenger  her  name  shall  not  appear  on  the  minutes 
so  long  as  she  remains  unrepresented  in  the  Association. 

1870.  Rule  adopted : After  the  letters  from  all  the  churches  repre- 
sented on  the  minutes  have  been  called  for  and  read,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Moderator  to  call  for  letters  or  messengers  from  all  the  churches  belong 
ing  to  the  Association  and  not  on  the  minutes  The  Association  grants  to 
the  several  churches  the  privilege  of  noting  the  time  of  their  visitation 
meetings  in  the  minutes. 

1871.  On  motion  agreed  to  take  up  a collection  at  the  stand  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  our  corresponding  messengers.  Nothing  particular. 

1872.  On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  submit  the  question  of  doing  aw'ay 
with  the  business  part  of  the  Association  to  the  churches,  who  will  report 
in  their  letters  next  year. 

1873.  The  Association  request  churches  to  bear  in  mind  the  duty  of 
contributing  for  the  expenses  of  correspondents  as  well  as  for  minutes  of 
the  Association. 

1874.  Nothing  particular. 

1875.  On  motion  the  Deacons  of  the  West  Lebanon,  Sugar  Creek  and 
Tapscott  Churches  were  appointed  to  receive  such  contributions  as  any  of 
the  brethren  or  friends  may  feel  disposed  to  contribute  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  funeral  expenses  of  Elder  J.  A.  Thompson,  the  Deacons  of 
West  Lebanon  Church  to  take  charge  of  the  money  so  collected.  Elder 
B.  Lampton  presented  and  read  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  was  adopted.  Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove 
our  beloved  brother,  Elder  J.  A.  Thompson,  by  death  to  the  church  above  ; 
therefore,  Resolved , That  we  bow  with  heavy  hearts  to  His  divine  will,  and 
tender  to  our  brother’s  bereaved  family  our  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy. 

1876.  Nothing  particular. 
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1877.  The  rule  to  appoint  one  to  preach  the  introductory  sermon 
next  year  was  suspended,  and  the  messengers  of  the  church  with  which  the 
Association  is  to  be  held  are  to  fill  the  stand  for  the  introductory  sermon. 

1878.  A motion  was  made  that  Elder  Wm.  Dodd  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare a history  of  our  Association  and  present  it  at  our  meeting  next  year. 
Motion  carried.  On  motion  it  was  left  with  the  messengers  of  the  church 
with  which  the  Association  is  held  to  fill  the  stand  for  the  introductory 
sermon  next  year. 

1879.  The  circular  letter  called  for,  which  was  the  statistics  of  the 
Miami  Association  from  the  year  1797  till  the  present  time.  Referred  to  a 
committee,  who  reported  that  the  contribution  column  be  stricken  out. 
It  was  then  approved  and  adopted.  On  motion  Elder  Wm.  Dodd  waa. 
appointed  to  complete  the  history  of  this  Association  and  present  it  at  our 
next  meeting. 


WILLIAM  DODD. 


Elder  William  Dodd  (1811-1891)  was  born  near  Rathfrieland,  Ireland.  He 
united  with  the  Baptist  church  in  Ireland.  After  coming  to  the  United 
States,  he  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Centerville  and  Beavertown,  Ohio, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  America.  His  church  member- 
ship was  with  the  Clear  Creek  church  in  Warren  County.  His  Irish  wit, 
Celtic  eloquence  and  simple  presentation  of  the  truth,  made  his  name  a 
household  word  among  the  Baptists  of  the  Miami  Valley.  This  brief  his- 
tory was  compiled  from  the  original  records  of  the  Miami  Baptist  Assoc- 
iation from  1797  to  1879,  and  which  are  still  in  existence. 
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The  Miami  Association  from  its  commencemen  t in  1797  Bp  to  the  year 
180*1  increased  from  four  churches  to  thirty.  The  first  time  we  have  the 
number  of  members  is  in  1799,  when  there  were  hut  185,  all  told.  In  the 
year  1883  the  total  membership  amounted  to  1,298.  There  was  a decrease 
in  numbers  at  different  times  on  account  of  churches  being  dismissed  to 
form  new  associations,  hot  the  record  shows  that  love  and  union  generally 
prevailed.  In  those  days  it  was  only  necessary  in  order  to  find  out  a man's 
views  on  doctrine  and  church  order  for  him  to  say,  “Pm  a BaptisL ” 
About  the  year  1830  it  began  to  appear  that  a difference  of  opinion  had 
crept  into  the  Association  regarding  Sunday  Schools,  Missionary  efforts. 
Temperance  S cieties,  &c.  AH  these  new  things  had  their  foundation,  and 
arose  out  of  the  doctrine  of  general  atonement,  as  taught  by  Andrew  Ful- 
ler and  ethers,  via.:  that  Jeans  Christ  made  an  atonement  for  all  the 
human  family,  and  now  having  done  JEBspar^  He  leaves  it  with  His  pro- 
fessed followers  to  send  missionaries  and  Bibles  Into  all  the  world  as  their 
part,  and  sinners  are  to  repent  and  believe  this  gospel  as  their  part.  It  is 
offered-to  everybody  but  secures  nobody.  Thus  it  is  necessary  to  get  all 
these  parts  together  and  then  the  sinner  will  be  saved,  hat  of  course  if  any 
of  these  parts  are  wanting  the  blood  of  Christ  is  so  far  shed  in  vain.  The 
Sinner,  for  whom  Christ  died,  must  suffer  in  bell  forever,  notwithstanding  that 
Christ  redeemed  him  by  his  death  on  the  cross.  Consequently  Christ  never 
can  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied. 

1st.  The  heresy  of  universal  atonement  is  really  what  made  the  gulf 
at  first  between  Baptists,  and  what  still  keeps  the  gulf  open,  and  so  long  as 
that  is  open  reunion  and  fellowship  between  the  old  regular  Baptists  and 
the  new  sect  is  impossible.  Honesty  and  troth  should  prevent  the  new 
sect  from  calling  themselves  regular  Baptists.  They  went  out  from  the 
regular  Baptists,  as  the  record  shows. 
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2d.  The  next  trouble  the  Miami  Association  had  t.o  contend  against 
was  the  Parkerite-two-seed-heresy,  but  that  did  not  much  effect  her.  Dr. 
Watson  of  Tennessee,  and  Elder  G.  M,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  and  Elder  John 
Clark  of  Virginia,  and  others  whom  the  Lord  raised  up,  ably  defended  the 
truth,  so  that  now  about  here  it  is  hardly  ever  heard  of. 

3d.  The  next  storm,  through  which  she  is  still  passing,  is  the  heresy 
originated  by  Elder  T.  P Dudley  of  Kentucky,  called  ‘ The  circular  on  the 
Christian  warfare,”  in  which  it  is  taught  that  the  church  of  Christ  was  created 
in  and  simultaneous  with  him  in  eternity.  That  in  regeneration  there  is  no 
change  in  soul,  body  nor  spirit  of  a human  being,  etc  , etc.  This  heresy  has 
done  and  is  still  doing  a vast  amount  of  harm  to  the  Miami  Association,  and 
iD  every  place  where  it  obtains  thesad  effects  of  it  are  painful  to  behold. 

4th.  The  few  names  that  remain  in  this  Association  have  reason  for 
humiliation  and  repentance con  account  of  our  unfaithfulness  and  want  of 
euergy  in  the  cause  of  God.  We  have  ourselves  to  blame  for  the  low,  cold 
and  heartless  rtate  of  the  churches  Where  now  do  we  see  the  activity  and 
energy  of  our  fathers  in  this  Association?  Where  have  we  the  good  times 
they  used  to  enjoy  ? Alas  ! they  are  few  and  far  between.  Let  us  humble 
ourselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God  and  cry  to  Him  like  the  Ninevite^ 
of  old,  that  he  would  turn  from  the  fierceness  of  His  anger  on.  account  of 
our  sins  and  grant  once  more  a time  of  reviving  and  refreshing  from  His 
presence  that  Zion  might  shine,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun  and  terri- 
ble as  an  army  with  banners. 


This  reprint  of  the  Condensed  History  of  the  Old  School  Miami  Baptist 
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